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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


March 4 Annual General Meeting: Members Night 


Meeting 
j Birds of Slimbridge end the Farne 
Meeting April 8 5 
Islands - Dr K McDonnell 
Excursion March 6 /nglesea/Aireys Inlet 
Excursion | April 9 Saturday evening spotlight excursion 


- Inverleigh Common - Lawrie Conole 
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President : Dr. K. McDonnell Ph: Meetings as specified are held 


Secretary: Mr. J. Gregurke at the School of Mines and. 
Treasurer: Mrs. F. Williamson Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 
Editor: Mr. A. Dyson Art Building, commencing at 7.30 
p.m. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, 
COMMENCE FROM BOOK CITY, cnr 
STURT AND ARMSTRONG STS, BALLARAT 
at 9.30 a.m. for FULL DAY OUTING: 
OR at 1.30 p.m. for HALF DAY. 


_ Helen Burgess: Satin Bowerbird entered garden in Sydney suburb of 

Enfield and ate bean and tomato leaves. Koala heard in 
Ballarat North. 

Lyndsay Fink: While picking Mulberries, 3 Mistletoebirds were observed 
feeding on the mulberries. Silcrete rock from Sutherlands 
Creek near Maude was displayed. The rock was formed 
when flowed over sandstone. Aborigines used silcrete for 
chipping off cutting tools. 

John Harris: A rare sighting of Spotted Quail Thrush at Wombat Forest. 
Other sightings were young and adult Blue-winged Parrot, 
Wedge-tailed Eagle and a White-throated Treecreeper which 
was fanning out its tail like a Rufous Fantail while sunning 
itself. 

Frank Harrap: Pied Currawang are spreading in the Wombat Forest and 
appear to the reducing the numbers of Rose Robin. Two or 
three Ground Thrush scen in Wombat Forest. 

Greg Binns: A Mistletoebird's nest was found in an exposed position next 
to the track into Mt Beckwith. It was 1 metre above the 
ground and contained one young in mid-January. In 
Kosciusko National Park a court of at least 150 Ravens were 
observed on a rocky crag. The birds left in groups of 30-40 
and flew off in different directions. 


Next Committee Meeting - Wednesday, 30 March, 7.30pm 


at (Helen Burgess) 


ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT 


No 15 of a series 
Botanical Name: Cryptostylis subulata 
eaning: (Greek) crypto = hidden 
stylus = column 
(in reference to the short column 
which is obscured by the basal 
lobes of the labellum) 
Common Names: Large tongue orchid 
Duck orchid 
Duck-bill orchid 
Moose orchid 
Cow orchid 


Flowering time: November to February. 
This slender yet robust orchid can 


be found in the wetlands of our lightly 
wooded forests and heaths, particularly 
along the lower sections of drainage 
lines. It forms. small colonies where the 
habitat is suitable but it is not 
widespread in this district. 

The 2-3 oval to broad lanceolate, 
glabrous leaves are stalked and 
present at flowering time. The 
flowering stem, up to 40cms tall, has 
2-3 widely spaced bracts along its 
length.Greenish-yellow inverted flowers, 
usually 3-8, are in a loose terminal 
raceme and the subtending bracts a 
medium greenish—brown. The narrow 
lateral petals are similar to the 
sepals in shape but are smaller and 
paler. The prominent reddish—brown 
labellum is straight with two large 
projecting humps near the apex, while 
down the centre of the underside, two 
rows of deep purple ridges extend 
from the base. 

This group of orchids is 
pollinated by the male Ichneumon wasp. 

PJM. 


Melbourne Water Farm, Werribee. Sunday 6th February, 1994 


A large group travelled to Werribee to meet Rohan Bugg, the leader for our 
excursion. Rohan used his excellent navigation skills to guide us into and 
out of the Melbourne Water farm and treatment works. His extensive bird 
knowledge helped the bird count for the day to exceed 70 species. 


The first stop near cattle yards yielded two brown Falcons doing aerial 
acrobatics and several Whistling Kites perched in distant trees. Bush birds 
such as Fairy Wrens were seen at a 3 year old plantation. At Ryans swamp 
the first waders - Greenshanks and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were observed. 
We stopped at a swamp on Paradise Road for lunch and continued to 
observe many Red-necked Avocet. At the mouth of Little River the birds 
were present in thousands. Large numbers of Chestnut Teal were 
swimming in the ocean. The saltbush plants provided a scaffold for the 
webs of Spiny Spiders. The effluent flowing from Lake Borric is green 
with algae and provides the basis for a rich food web when it flows into the 
sea. A thick carpet of New Zealand spinach was growing in this area. The 
dead trees and nest boxes in the Lake attract many species of ducks, 
cormorants, pelicans and terns. Damselflies, with thorax and the tip of 
abdomen a bright blue, were resting on the grass. Several clutches of 
Chestnut Teal containing up to 10 ducklings were swimming on the 
lagoons. At our last observation stop many people were lucky enough to 
catch glimpses of Lewin's Rail and the Spotless Crake amongst the reed 
beds along Little River. 


A total of 74 bird species were seen: 


Hoary-head Grebe Greenshank 

Australian Pelican Marsh Sandpiper 
Great Cormorant Bar-tailed Godwit 
Pied Cormorant Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Little Black Cormorant Red-necked Stint 
Little Pied Cormorant Curlew Sandpiper 
Pacific Heron Silver Gull 


4 White-faced Heron Pacific Gull 


Sacred Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Black Swan 
Australian Shelduck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 
Australasian Shoveller 
Pink-eared Duck 
Hardhead 

Musk Duck 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Whistling Kite 
Brown Goshawk 
Little Eagle 

Marsh Harrier 
Brown Falcon 
Lewin's Rail 
Spotless Crake 
Dusky Moorhen 
Purple Swamphen 
Eurasian Coot 

Pied Oystercatcher 
Masked Lapwing 
Red-capped Plover 
Black-wing Stilt 
Red-necked Avocet 
Eastern Curlew 


Whiskered Tern 
White-winged Tern 
Crested Tern 

Spotted Turtle-Dove 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Skylark 

Welcome Swallow 

Faiy Martin 

Richard's Pipit 

Willie Wagtail 

Clamorous Reed Warbler 
Little Grassbird 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thormbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Silvereye 

European Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 
Red-browed Firetail 
Common Starling 
Common Mynah 
Australian Magpice-lark 
Austalian Magpie 

Little Raven 


Sandon Study 


Pat and Bill Murphy and Frank Harrap 


Pat, Bill and Frank have been visiting Sandon 
(north east of Campbelltown) occasionally 

during the past few years. Three separate "blocks" 
have been visited at various seasons. 


Video and slides with commentary led to a very 
interesting and informative evening. Franks’ tape 
picked up a myriad of bird calls and croaking from 
the frogs in the swamp. 


Much of the woodland at Sandon is made up of box - 
chiefly Red box (Euc. polyanthemos). The 
predominant acacia is the Golden wattle (Acacia 
pycnantha) and the Hedge wattle (Acacia paradoxa) 
- the latter being a favourite haunt of the birds 
and particularly the blue wrens. Frank showed 
various birds "caught" by his video and allied 
these with slides with close up shots,including - 


honeyeaters (white naped, fuscous,black chinned), 
white winged choughs (piping and calling loudly on 
tape), hooded robin, dusky wood swallows, eastern 
rosellas, cuckoos (the pallid and Horsefield’s 
bronze),restless flycatcher, grey fantail, rufous 
whistler. We saw the well disguised tunnel nest of 
the spotted pardalote and the basket like hanging 
nest of the olive backed oriole. 


Sandon is the closest area to Ballarat where the 
rare plant Templetonia stenophylla (leafy 
templetonia) is found. Pat mentioned the eight 
"rarity categories"(of Rabinowitz et al. of 

1986). Templetonia stenophylla represents one of 
these categories in that although it is widespread 
in the western half of Victoria it always occurs 
in small sparse stands. 


Pat discussed the typical and recognizable 
features of the plants shown, including - 
Templetonia stenophylla, caladenias (c.dilata - the 
green comb spider orchid, c.cucullata - the hooded 
caladenia and c. carnea - pink fingers). We saw 
excellent shots of the Mealy bundy (Euc. nortonii 
with its rough, scaly bark and sprawling, weeping 
branches). Also - Brunonia australis (blue 
pincushion), Leptorhynchos squamatus (scaly 
buttons), Wahlenbergia communis (tufted bluebell) 
and Wahlenbergia stricta (tall bluebell). There 
were milkmaids in abundance, as well as chocolate 
lilies, shell grass, sundews, the yam daisy, rock 
fern and the Geranium solanderi (Austral crane’s 
bill). Thelymitra nuda (plain sun orchid) and the 
more common Thelymitra pauciflora (slender sun 
orchid) with small white or large mauve-blue 
flowers which usually have upward-turning white 
hair tufts. The flowers of the slender sun orchid 
open only during very hot or humid weather. 


Our thanks to Frank, Bill and Pat for the time 
they put in to give us an excellent insight into 
their "fieldwork" at Sandon. 


VD 


Australian Native Mammals. MONE 


Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus 

56 S S vulpecula. 
Order Diproyotonta Super Famil f ero; 

rd ¢ y Pholangeroid 
Family Phalangeridae. a 


‘he Common Rrushtail is the most familiar and_ab- 
undant of the Australian Possums and frequently 
cohabits with Humans. 

Over it's extensive range it manifests considerable 
variation, in Vorthern sicensland there is a coppery 
coloured short haired form, while Tasmania hu. a 
aswe wooly forn, there is ablackish phase and a 
very light creamy phase. It is a nocturnal animal 
that lives in hollows, hollow limbs, dark recesses 
and in roofs of sheds and houses, it is a very 

good climber .and lives on eucalyptus leaves other 
leaves and fruit, although it can detoxify eucaly- 
ptus leaves it cannot live cn them solely, fruit, 
buds, bark and occasionally clover make up it's diet. 
It breeds annually a single youn; being born eight 
days after ecpulation and spends 4-5 months on one 
of two.teats, then a further 1-2 mOnths suckling, 
and riding on it's mother's back. There seems to 
be considerable mortality between 6 - 18 months of 
age. Density is from 0.4 to 1.4 hectares per ind- 
ividual in New zealand this is up +o 6 times higher 
it is protected in Australia but New zealand has 2a 
(NZ)6 million fur industry. 

They are very common jn Ballarat and not many houses 
are free from their visits. 

e is 3 sub species. 


Their status is abundant. ther 
The Mountain Brushtail or Bobuck T. caninus does 


not come into the Ballarat area. : 
Elfin. 


